
12. LewisÕ Shop (8977 Flewellyn Rd.) - Robert 
Lewis’ wooden pump shop was originally situated 
on Flewellyn Rd., near the corner of the Dwyer 
Hill Road.  Prior to being a shop, this building 
served as a Methodist Church. After the new 
church was built in 1899, the shop served as a hall 
for dancing and social events.

13. Ashton General Store (8981 Flewellyn Rd.) 
In 1841, John Sumner opened a general store at 
this location. He opened a post office in his store 
ten years later, which was one of the first rural 
post offices in the British colonies.  In 1874 the 
business was sold to James Conn,  who built the 
current structure five years later.  The new 
building, with an ornate two-story verandah, 
housed a large tailor’s shop in the upstairs.  The 
property was bought by the Jinkinson family in 
1908, who rebuilt within the same stone walls 
after another fire. The building has been owned by 
many individuals over the years, including A. L. 
Tubman who ran the store in conjunction with his 
undertaking business in the 1920’s. 

14. MontgomeryÕs Feed Mill - This mill was 
built c. 1940 by Everett Montgomery.  Later, 
Montgomery relocated his business to Ashton 
Station on Hwy. 7.  This building has served 
several purposes over the years, for a time as an 
auction house, and currently as The Old Mill 
English Pub.

15. United Church (105 Old Mill Rd.) - This 
church was built in 1899 to replace the earlier 
Methodist church.  After Church Union in 1925, 
services were alternated annually between this 
church and Ashton’s Melville Presbyterian 
Church.  This continued until 1940.

16.  Ashton Orange Lodge No. 97 (8975 
McCaffrey Trail) - This building, constructed in 
1887, served the Ashton community as an Orange 
Lodge.  The Orange Lodge, an Irish Protestant 
fraternal organization, played an prominent role in 
the social fabric of Goulbourn’s early 
communities.  
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A Brief History of

Asht on...
Straddling the line between 

Goulbourn & Beckwith townships, 
the village of Ashton shares the 
counties of Carleton (now the City 
of Ottawa) and Lanark.  The name 
Ashton commonly refers to the 
northwest corner of Goulbourn and 
the northeast corner of Beckwith, 
which is served by the Ashton Post 
Office.  

The Townships of Goulbourn 
and Beckwith were originally 
surveyed in 1816-1817.  The first 100 
acre lots in Ashton were allocated 
to Perthshire Scots immigrants (on 
the Beckwith side) and to 
discharged soldiers (mainly Irish) 
of the 100th Regiment of Foot on 
the Goulbourn side.  Both groups 
worked together to develop Mount 
Pleasant, as Ashton was first 
called.  When Englishman John 
Sumner opened a sawmill, 
potashery and general store in 
1840-41, the area became known 
locally as Sumner’s Corners but 
when Sumner opened a post office 
in his store ten years later, the 
emerging village was officially 
renamed  Ashton. 

Up until the 1880’s, the village 
grew as an artisan and service 
center to include hotels, churches, 
a school, and cottage-style 
industries.  Today, many of these 
original log buildings survive in the 
village.
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goulbmus@compmore.net
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